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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jens C Jenkins on October 26, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Please cancel claims 17 and 43. 
In claim 18, please replace "17" with - 12 - 
In claim 44, please replace "43" with - 39 - 
Please amend claims 1, 12, 20 and 30 as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) In a computer network that comprises one or more 
servers providing one or more services to at least one client, and wherein the at least one 
client accesses the one or more services through efte-ef-the one or more servers during a | 
plurality of sessions created in response to a login request from the at least one client, 
with at least some of the plurality of sessions occurring simultaneously, and wherein 
access to the one or more services during a particular session may includ e includes at 
least one of a charged time portion and a free time portion, a method of tracking the at 
least one client usage of the one or more services during each session and wh e th e r, for 
each s e ssion the access to a servic e is a charg e d tim e portion or a fr ee tim e portion , the 
method comprising acts of: 

receiving at one of the one or more servers one or more metering packets | 
from the at least one client, each of the one or more metering packets being 
generated at the at least one client and each metering packet being used at the at 
least one client to store data for tracking usage of one or more services during 
each session, and each metering packet comprising a data structure for storing the 
following data: 

a session identifier element that links a particular metering packet 
with a particular session; 

a time element indicating the at least one clients usage of the one | 
or more services, the time element comprising a charged time portion and 
a free time portion , wherein the charged time portion corresponds to 
access to one or more services that incurs an access charge, and wherein 
the free time portion corresponding to access to one or more services that 
does not incur an access charge ; and 

a sequence number element; and the one or more servers updating 
a usage database based on the received one or more metering packets by 

using the sequence number element to determine whether each 
received metering packet is redundant of any prior metering packet 
already stored in the usage database, and if so, discarding it, and if not, 
then 

storing the -each received metering packet that is not redundant in 
the usage database in order to store the data contained in the -each received 
metering packet that is not redundant , and from which it can may be 
determined from the time element whether the at least client^ usage of the 
one or more services during the particular session for that received 
metering packet is a charged time portion or a free time portion. 



12. (Currently Amended) In a computer network that comprises one or more 
servers providing one or more services to at least one client, and wherein the at least one 
client accesses the one or more services through ene-e£the one or more servers during a | 
plurality of sessions created in response to a login request from the at least one client, 
with at least some of the plurality of sessions occurring simultaneously, and wherein 
access to the one or more services during a particular session may includ e includes at 
least one of a charged time portion and a free time portion, a method of tracking the at 
least one client usage of the one or more services during each session and wheth e r, for 
e ach s e ssion the access to a servic e is a charg e d time portion or a fr ee time portion , the 
method comprising acts of: 

in response to a login request received at one server of the one or more | 

servers from the at least one client, a step for communicating from said one server 

to the at least one client usage tracking parameters; 

thereafter a step for one or more metering packets being generated at the at 

least one client, 

each metering packet being used at the at least one client to store data for 
tracking usage of one or more services during each session, and each metering 
packet comprising a data structure for storing the following data: 

a session identifier element that links a particular metering packet 
with a particular session; and 

a time element indicating the at least one client-^ usage of the one | 
or more services, the time element comprising a charged time portion and 
a free time portio n, wherein the charged time portion corresponds to 
access to one or more services that incurs an access charge, and wherein 
the free time portion corresponding to access to one or more services that 
does not incur an access charge ; 

said one server performing a step for identifying one or more sessions 
through which the at least one client has accessed the one or more services; 

the one server performing a step for monitoring metering packets that are | 
received from the at least one client; and 

the one server performing a step for tracking the at least one clients usage | 
of the one or more services during each session based on the received one or more 
metering packets in order to store data from which it can be determined whether 
the at least one clients usage of the one or more services during each session is a | 
charged time portion or a free time portion. 



I 



20. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for implementing, in a 
computer network that comprises one or more servers providing one or more services to 
at least one client, and wherein the at least one client accesses the one or more services 
through ene-e£the one or more servers during a plurality of sessions created in response 
to a login request from the at least one client, with at least some of the plurality of 
sessions occurring simultaneously, and wherein access to the one or more services during 
a particular session may includ e includes at least one of a charged time portion and a free 
time portion, a method of tracking the at least one client usage of the one or more 
services during each session and wh e th e r, for e ach s e ssion th e acc e ss to a s e rvice is a 
charg e d tim e portion or a fr ee tim e portion , the computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium for carrying machine-executable instructions that implement 
the method, and the method comprising: 

in response to a login request received at one server of the one or more 

servers from the at least one client, a step for communicating from said one server 

to the at least one client usage tracking parameters; 

thereafter a step for one or more metering packets being generated at the at 

least one client, 

each metering packet being used at the at least one client to store data for 
tracking usage of one or more services during each session, and each metering 
packet comprising a data structure for storing the following data: 

a session identifier element that links a particular metering packet 
with a particular session; and 

a time element indicating the at least one clients usage of the one 
or more services, the time element comprising a charged time portion and 
a free time portion , wherein the charged time portion corresponds to 
access to one or more services that incurs an access charge, and wherein 
the free time portion corresponding to access to one or more services that 
does not incur an access charge ; 

said one server performing a step for identifying one or more sessions 
through which the at least one client has accessed the one or more services; 

the one server performing a step for monitoring metering packets that are 
received from the at least one client; and 

the one server performing a step for tracking the at least one clients usage 
of the one or more services during each session based on the received one or more 
metering packets in order to store data from which it can be determined whether 
the at least one client^ usage of the one or more services during each session is a 
charged time portion or a free time portion. 



30. (Currently Amended) In a computer network that comprises at least one 
server, the at least one server providing one or more services to at least one client that 
accesses the one or more services through the at least one server during a plurality of 
sessions created in response to a login request from the at least one client, with at least 
some of the plurality of sessions occurring simultaneously, and wherein access to the one 
or more services during a particular session includes at least one of may include a 
charged time portion and a free time portion, a method of tracking the at least one client 
usage of the one or more services during each session and wh e ther, for e ach se ssion th e 
acc e ss to a s e rvic e is a charg e d tim e portion or a fr ee tim e portion , the method 
comprising acts of: 

a client sending a login request to a login service; 

accessing, through one or more sessions created in response to the login 
request, at least one of the one or more services provided by one or more servers 
and tracking parameters corresponding to client usage of the one or more services; 

generating a plurality of metering packets corresponding to a single 
session that each includes a time element indicating the -the at least one client^ | 
usage of the one or more services, each metering packet being used at the client to 
store data for tracking usage of the one or more services during each session, and 
each metering packet comprising a data structure for storing the following data: 

a session identifier element that links a particular metering packet 
with a particular session; and 

a time element indicating the at least one clients usage of the one | 
or more services, the time element comprising a charged time portion and 
a free time portion , wherein the charged time portion corresponds to 
access to one or more services that incurs an access charge, and wherein 
the free time portion corresponding to access to one or more services that 
does not incur an access charge ; and 

sending at least one of the plurality of metering packets to a census 
service, wherein the census service updates a usage database based on the 
metering packets so that the usage database reflects the at least one client^ usage 
of the one or more services provided by the on e or mor e s e rv e rs at least one 
server. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The primary reasons for allowance of the claims is the inclusion of a time element in a 
metering packets that indicates the clients usage of the provided services, wherein the time 
element includes a charged time portion for tracking access to services that incurs an access 
charge and a free time portion for tracking access to services that does not incur an access 
charge. 

The prior art made of record (i.e. U. S. Patent No. 6,01 8,619 to Allard et al) fails to teach 
and suggest the process of tracking client usage of one or more services provided by one or more 
servers, wherein the clients generate the metering packet which includes a time element, which 
further includes a charged time portion for access to services that incurs an access charge and a 
free time portion for access to services that does not incur access charge. 

The motivation of tracking and distinguishing between various types of access and 
services is clearly pointed out in the instant application. The client generated metering packets in 
the instant application provides increased flexibility and enhanced accuracy, in terms of what 
usage incurs an access charge. The charge time portion and free time portion improvement in the 
instant application offers significantly flexibility in billing clients because it may be desirable for 
service providers to provide some access to services without charge. 

Therefore based on reasons and advantages set forth above, currently amended claims are 
determined to be in condition for allowance. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAMAL B. DIVECHA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5863. The examiner can normally be reached on Flex schedule 8 hr days (10.00am-6.30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




October 27, 2005. 




